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iron. The chapter on radioactivity and the radio-
active elements has been completely rewritten and
updated by Dr. Herbert Jonas, Col]ege of Pharmacy,
Umverstty of Minnesota.

As in the previous editions the text material in-
cludes sections on the history, occurrence, physical
properties, chemical properties (including a brief
explanation of the assay), tests for identity, com-
mercial manufacture, pharmacological action, and
uses of the elements and their inorganic compounds
and preparations of pharmaceutical importance.

The material has been revised to conform with the
seventeenth revision of the “United States Pharma-
copeia’” and the twelfth edition of the “National
Formulary.” Monographs have been added for
povidone-iodine, ferrous fumarate, iron dextran in-
jection, and magnesium stearate. Discussions of the
nonofficial drugs dextriferron, iron sorbitex, and
ferrocholinate have been added.

In numerous instances data on the melting point,
boiling point, and density of elements have been
revised. Certain literature references cited in the
seventh edition have been deleted from the eighth
edition.

The order of presentation of the text material is
identical with that of the seventh edition, beginning
with a chapter on atomic structure and chemical
bonding, followed by chapters on the elements and
their inorganic compounds and preparations. Oxy-
gen, hydrogen, and nitrogen are considered first,
followed by the halogens, the inorganic acids, and a
chapter on solutions and solubility phenomena. All
other elements are discussed in the order of their
occurrence in the periodic table, Groups I through
VI1I, followed by the inert gases and the chapter on
radioactivity. The monographs on the official com-
pounds of each element are arranged alphabetically
after the discussion of the parent element. Other
compounds of pharmaceutical interest, particularly
those recently dismissed from the official compendia,
are considered more briefly at the end of each chap-
ter.

Several errors which occurred in the seventh edi-
tion have been corrected. However, the statement
on page 99 that “... elemental iodine is officially
recognized in a variety of preparations including ...
Iodine Ointment, ... Phenolated Iodine Solution
{Boulton's Solution) and Strong Iodine Tincture”
needs revision. Errors by the printer were noted
on page 404 in a phrase which should read “... the
poisonous barium sulfide or barium sulfite.”, on
pages 615 and 616 where ferrous gluconate is incor-
rectly designated as being official in the USP XII
instead of NF XII and on page 669 where nucleus is
misspelled.

This well-established and authoritative book
should continue to enjoy widespread use as a class-
room textbook and reference work for students and
practicing pharmacists.

Reviewed by Austin A. Dodge
University of Mississippi
University, M.S 38677
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